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Tonight’s Topics:

What are Signature Items?

Examples of Signature Items

Pathtag Basics

Designing Pathtags
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What are Signature Items?
 Personal items that are left in caches as a way of 

saying, “I was here” (in addition to signing the log).
 Can be just about any small trinket, which can be 

generic or customized to reflect the cacher
 These are usually left as “SWAG” in a geocache; unlike 

trackable items such as geocoins and travel bugs, 
signature items become standard trade items

 Many cachers drop their signature item in every cache 
that has the room and frequently do not take anything in 
exchange for the item as it is just a sign of their visit 

 You may trade SWAG for signature items left in a cache 
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Examples of Signature Items

Laminated Business Cards  (must be waterproof)

Customized Baseball-style Trading Cards

Customized Poker Chips 

Customized Wooden Nickels

Customized Bottle Caps

Customized Buttons

Small toys or key-chain style trinkets



Pathtag Basics and Design
www.pathtags.com

So you found a little coin 
with a hole in it….. 

What does this mean?
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http://www.pathtags.com/


What Are Pathtags?

• Pathtags are personal trading items. Used most 
often in Geocaching, they are also very handy for 
Scouting, Military and Promotional use. The 
online gallery displays thousands of tags which 
have been designed by individuals and produced 
by Pathtags.com.

• The physical Pathtag integrates with an online 
community to enable collecting and trading of 
tags with others from all over the world.
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This is an example of my tag and its activity
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The online Pathtag Community is fun
When someone logs your tag online, 
you will be able to see where they 
found it, where they live, and link 
into their profile. 

It is free to create
an account.
To create an account 
go to the account 
activation page. 

www.pathtags.com/community/newuser.php
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http://www.pathtags.com/community/newuser.php


http://www.pathtags.com/
community/newuser.php

This is the page you will 
create an account on

http://www.pathtags.com/community/newuser.php


When looking at the home page you will see 
a row of icons that will help you navigate 
through the site as shown in the few slides.
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Under “MY STUFF” you will be able find a dropdown menu 
that will help you manager your pathtag collection.

11



Under the SITE NAV icon you 
will find the path to other 
helpful site locations. 
INCLUDING VIDEO TUTORIALS!



Online Video Tutorials (YouTube)

• Creating A User
• Ordering A Starter Kit
• Fast Labels Tutorial
• Wishlist Trading Tutorial
• Editing A Tag Profile and Name
• Multiple Tag Logging
• Initiating a Trade
• Redeeming and Using PathCash
• Logging Pathtags
• Using Tag Editor Version 2

21 March 2013 Pathtag FUNdamentals 13

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JkZh5Pj33vQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6PV6gXTEQ4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFF4MklotNc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8JiUlF4elU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcLoR7mkbPc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xufzhSU8NqM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8nMJ4MLLI4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OirEIZS5hVg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQ_I3d7tMF8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQbxBBlB09o


The Forums is an area where members can communicate with 
each other and participate in contests, conversations and games. 
This is a quick rundown on exploring the site.



Using The Pathtag
Tag Editor Version 2

• There is a great free design tool called, 
Tag Editor. You can download it free from 
the web site (login required). 

• We will look at the process of creating 
you own tag using the Tag Editor.
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This is the first screen you will 
see when you open the site.
You need select NEW and 
name and save your tag.
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Name the tag in the “file 
name” field, than click open 
and the tag editor will open 
up ready for you to use.



On this page you can choose 
border types, plating color, 
and the orientation of the 
hole placement.
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To add a graphic to you tag select PHOTO

Locate file from your computer and click OPEN
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To size your graphic Use 
sizing tools to the left.

After you have sized the graphic select TEXT
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To add Text click TEXT

Type text into text field

IMPORTANT: You cannot see the text 
unless you move the LAYER up one!
This application works with layers like 
other photo editing programs.
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Select text font, size & color here

To rotate text, select Curved

You can toggle between layers 
to edit you tag if needed
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I have selected the DRAWINGS option (below)
I then selected the graphic layer 
I used the selection tool to select the state

I then changed the color box and 
used the fill option to make it green.

By experimenting with the different tools you can 
learn how to create awesome tags with out having 
to spend extra money on software applications. 23



Select EXPORT:
Name tag and save

If  you need to edit the tag in the 
tag editor, you will use the OPEN 
option.  You must have the exact 
name of the tag file you saved.

This is the location on your computer where the file was 
saved. (working files that can be re-opened in the tag editor 
are save with the suffix .pathtag)  NOT  jpeg!  Jpeg files will 
not open in the tag editor.  A jpeg image can be uploaded 
using the graphic option like you would upload an image. 

You are ready to save your completed tag,  you will 
export the saved file, it will be exported/saved as jpeg 
file. (working files that can be re-opened in the tag 
editor are saved with the suffix of .pathtag, NOT  jpeg! 
These files are located by selecting the open tab.



You do not have to use the Tag Editor to create a 
pathtag.  You can use any editing tool. 
Photo Shop, Gimp, & Paint… will all work.  You just need 
to save the final art in a jpeg format to upload when 
purchasing your tag and submitting your design.
To best use the site I advise relaxing with a cup of coffee 
and just explore the different areas within the site.  It is 
a user friendly site and the video tutorials are great!
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GeocacheAlaska!
Sourdough Members:  Please Renew your 

membership for the 2013 caching year!
Our online Forums have been completely 

redesigned with a major software upgrade.  
If you haven’t been to our forums lately, drop 
in and check it out.  Join in the discussions!
GeocacheAlaska! needs your help with on 

our standing committees.  Join any 
committee of interest in the Forums!
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Resources
• GS Knowledge Books: support.groundspeak.com

• GeocacheAlaska! Forums:  
geocachealaska.proboards.com

• GeocacheAlaska! Website: www.geocachealaska.org

• Pathtags Website: www.pathtags.com

• Pathtags Forums: forums.pathtags.com/forum.php

• Join or Renew GeocacheAlaska! Sourdough Membership: 
www.geocachealaska.org/join_geocachealaska.htm

http://www.geocachealaska.org/join_geocachealaska.htm
http://forums.pathtags.com/forum.php
http://www.pathtags.com/
http://www.geocachealaska.org/index.html
http://geocachealaska.proboards.com/
http://support.groundspeak.com/
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